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Ethical Judgment in Islam
By Dr. Muzammil H. Siddiqi

وَمَا تَكُونُ فِي شَأْنٍ وَمَا تَتْلُو مِنْهُ مِن قُرْآنٍ وَلاَ تَعْمَلُونَ مِنْ عَمَلٍ إِلاَّ كُنَّا عَلَيْكُمْ شُهُودًا إِذْ تُفِيضُونَ فِيهِ وَمَا يَعْزُبُ عَن رَّبِّكَ مِن مِّثْقَالِ ذَرَّةٍ فِي الأَرْضِ وَلاَ فِي السَّمَاء وَلاَ أَصْغَرَ مِن ذَلِكَ وَلا أَكْبَرَ إِلاَّ فِي كِتَابٍ مُّبِينٍ {61}أَلا إِنَّ أَوْلِيَاء اللّهِ لاَ خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلاَ هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ {62}الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ وَكَانُواْ يَتَّقُونَ {63}لَهُمُ الْبُشْرَى فِي الْحَياةِ الدُّنْيَا وَفِي الآخِرَةِ لاَ تَبْدِيلَ لِكَلِمَاتِ اللّهِ ذَلِكَ هُوَ الْفَوْزُ الْعَظِيمُ 
{يونس 61-64}
In whatever matter you may be involved, whatever portion of the Qur’an you may be reciting, and whatever work you may be doing, We witness you when you are engaged in it. Not even the weight of a speck of dust in the earth or sky escapes your Lord, nor anything lesser or greater: it is all written in a clear record. But for those who are on Allah’s side there is no fear, nor shall they grieve. For those who believe and are conscious of Allah, for them there is good news in this life and in the Hereafter – there is no changing the promises of Allah – that is truly the supreme triumph. (Yunus 10:61-64)

Every day we are involved in some decisions whether related to our food, our clothes, our business, our sports, our entertainment, our relations with family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, Muslims, non-Muslims. Sometimes the issues are simple and easy and sometimes complex and difficult. Sometimes they are of social and financial nature, sometimes they are of economic and political nature, sometimes they are national and sometimes international. Depending on who we are, our age, profession and position in life; where we live and under what circumstances and conditions; we are all involved more or less, one way or another in some decision making. 

Islam has a very strong ethical perspective. Islam teaches us that whatever we say and whatever we do, we must think very carefully and our decisions must be ethical. We must keep in mind certain principles of our faith (Iman) and certain rules of our life. Basically each one of us is urged to consider the following:

1. Allah knows everything that I say and do and everything is recorded in a permanent record of deeds. 

2. On the Day of Judgment I may be asked by Allah to give the account of everything that I said and did in my life. 

3. Is my action Halal or Haram, right or wrong, fair or unfair, good or bad? 

4. What will be the consequences of my words and actions? 

5. What are my other duties and responsibilities? Am I keeping a balance between all my duties and responsibilities?

6. What are the rights of others with whom I have relations and among whom I live?

7. What does my conscience say about it? 

8. What is the goal of my life? What is my vision and mission? 

In all these matters we have to consult the Qur’an and Sunnah, consensus of Muslim scholars, mind and reason, customs and traditions, different cultures, rules and regulations. Islam emphasizes all these things and keeps them into consideration. In Islamic terminology this is also called al-Hikmah (wisdom, sagacity).  A wise person is he or she who knows what to do, when and in which situation.  

The Prophet Muhammad –peace and blessings of Allah be upon him- came to teach the Book of Allah, the Qur’an and the wisdom (al-hikmah). This is mentioned many times in the Qur’an. (See al-Baqarah 2:129; 151; 231; Al ‘Imran 3:164; al-Nisa’ 4:113; al-Ahzab 33:34; al-Jumu’ah 62:2). The Qur’an does not contain the rules only, but also the wisdom. The Sunnah is full of wisdom. It gives us practical rules and guidelines for making ethical decisions. No one can make proper ethical decision without using wisdom (hikmah). 

The story of Prophet Yusuf – peace be upon him- is the most beautiful and detailed story in the Qur’an. It is the most rich, dramatic and compelling story. It is full of ethical judgments. Prophet Yusuf – peace be upon him- was a very talented, intelligent and beautiful person. He had to deal with all kind of situations: jealousy, deceit, slavery, seduction, imprisonment, and also power, prestige and authority. In every situation he acted in the most ethical manner. He survived the hardship, he had self control under seduction, he was compassionate and forgiving when he became powerful. He had no grudge against those who mistreated him. He forgave his brothers who threw him in a ditch. He had no hate against those who sold him into slavery. He entertained no grudge into his heart against those who put him in prison and against the inmate whose release he predicted but who forgot him for about ten years. He did not hesitate to help the people of Egypt when they needed his help. He saved them from a great disaster and in the process he was able to save his own family and his people as well. He was able to have them all immigrated to Egypt. He was smart but he was not cunning. He knew how to take advantage of the situations; but he was not an opportunist. He was a man of character, truth and sincerity.

We have to learn how to live in every situation with great vision and understanding. We must not lose sight of our moral values under any situation. Whatever we say and we do we should do with great wisdom and all our decisions must be ethical. Not all rules are written in the Qur’an and Hadith; a lot of rules and decisions depend upon our own conscience, the inner voice of our heart. It is reported in a Hadith:

عَنْ وَابِصَةَ بْنِ مَعْبَدٍ قَالَ أَتَيْتُ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّه عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ وَأَنَا أُرِيدُ أَنْ لَا أَدَعَ شَيْئًا مِنَ الْبِرِّ وَالْإِثْمِ إِلَّا سَأَلْتُهُ عَنْهُ وَإِذَا عِنْدَهُ جَمْعٌ فَذَهَبْتُ أَتَخَطَّى النَّاسَ فَقَالُوا إِلَيْكَ يَا وَابِصَةُ عَنْ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّه عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ إِلَيْكَ يَا وَابِصَةُ فَقُلْتُ أَنَا وَابِصَةُ دَعُونِي أَدْنُو مِنْهُ فَإِنَّهُ مِنْ أَحَبِّ النَّاسِ إِلَيَّ أَنْ أَدْنُوَ مِنْهُ فَقَالَ لِي ادْنُ يَا وَابِصَةُ ادْنُ يَا وَابِصَةُ فَدَنَوْتُ مِنْهُ حَتَّى مَسَّتْ رُكْبَتِي رُكْبَتَهُ فَقَالَ يَا وَابِصَةُ أُخْبِرُكَ مَا جِئْتَ تَسْأَلُنِي عَنْهُ أَوْ تَسْأَلُنِي فَقُلْتُ يَا رَسُولَ اللَّهِ فَأَخْبِرْنِي قَالَ جِئْتَ تَسْأَلُنِي عَنِ الْبِرِّ وَالْإِثْمِ قُلْتُ نَعَمْ فَجَمَعَ أَصَابِعَهُ الثَّلَاثَ فَجَعَلَ يَنْكُتُ بِهَا فِي صَدْرِي وَيَقُولُ يَا وَابِصَةُ اسْتَفْتِ نَفْسَكَ الْبِرُّ مَا اطْمَأَنَّ إِلَيْهِ الْقَلْبُ وَاطْمَأَنَّتْ إِلَيْهِ النَّفْسُ وَالْإِثْمُ مَا حَاكَ فِي الْقَلْبِ وَتَرَدَّدَ فِي الصَّدْرِ وَإِنْ أَفْتَاكَ النَّاسُ قَالَ سُفْيَانُ وَأَفْتَوْكَ (مسند أحمد، حديث 17315)
Wabisah ibn Ma’bad said, “I came to the Messenger of Allah –peace be upon him- wishing to ask him everything concerning virtue and sin, but I found a gathering of people around him.  I went towards him crossing the people. They said to me, “Away, O Wabisah, get away from the Prophet –peace be upon him.” I said, “I am Wabisah, allow me to go near him.  I really love to be close to him.”  The Prophet said, “Come near, O Wabisah, Come near.”  So I want very close to him (and sat so close to him) until my knees touched his knees.  The Prophet –peace be upon him- said, “O Wabisah, should I tell you what you want to know or do you want to ask?”  I said, “O Messenger of Allah, “You tell me.”  He said, “You came to ask me about the virtue and sin.”  I said, “Yes.”  The Prophet put his three fingers together and then kept sticking them to my chest and said, “O Wabisah, seek answer from your own self.  The virtue is that in which the heart finds rest and soul finds peace; and sin is that which makes waves in the heart and creates hesitation in the chest, even if people allow you or say it is all right.”  

(Musnad Ahmad, Hadith n. 17315)

Khutbah at ISOC – Jumada al-‘Ula 15, 1428/ June 1, 2007
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A Scholar’s Plea for the Resumption of Ijtehad

By Syed Arif Hussaini

Syed Osman Sher, an economist by discipline and profession, a student of history by inclination who has already authored three books highlighting certain aspects of Indian history that had not received much attention earlier, has just come out with a book on “Religion, God and Islam” which is a well-researched work that convincingly advocates the resumption of Ijtehad by the Muslim community. Also, he presents a workable plan for achieving this objective.

Osman Sher, who lives now in Toronto, Canada, has to his credit 35 years of service in senior posts and diplomatic assignments with the Government of Pakistan and international setups such as the UN, CENTO and SAARC. Occasionally, he has contributed articles to Pakistan Link also. 

His new book on religion is divided in two parts. The first part covers the history of religion and of God; the second part deals with the emergence of Islam, its spirit and philosophy, its personal and social ethics, the challenges it is facing now and the pressing need for the resumption of Ijtehad to meet them.

Religion, Sher contends, is ingrained in human nature. Even the atheists and agnostics have a streak of religion in them. It is imbedded in man’s helplessness vis-à-vis the forces of nature that are much more powerful than his meager self. He does not want to share his wealth with anyone, but he would like everyone to share his faith, for the simple reason that it would attest to the correctness of his own beliefs.

 For millennia a cosmic drama is being played in which three actors, God, Devil and Man, have held leading roles. The drama would have been insipid and colorless without the villainy of the Devil.  “Utopia”, maintains Sher, “is only a concept, imagined, impracticable, impossible… producing a painful monotony.”

In his 25-page chapter on Religion and God, he has deliberated scholarly on the chief concepts of various faiths leading up to an enquiry in the next chapter on one god or many. He has profiled the beliefs obtaining at various times in various cultures and civilizations   -Egyptian, Greek, Hindu, Abrahamic, Judaic, Christian etc. He contends that monotheism was the original and dominating theme in most of these societies but concepts of polytheism were weaved into them mainly by priests and power-wielding leaders of people in pagan communities. He has given the details of how the concept of trinity was introduced into the monotheistic teachings of Jesus Christ. 


The second part of the book dealing with Islam holds particular interest for the readers of this column. The contents of the first two chapters which describe the advent of Islam, its philosophy and spirit will not be discussed in this column as the readers are generally aware of them. 

Chapter 6 dealing with “Islam in the Changing Times” merits particular attention of the readers. For, this chapter constitutes the crux of what Sher has to say. He advocates the revival of the tradition of ‘Ijtehad’, lying dormant for almost a millennium, to tackle the problems confronting the community (Umma) in the current global milieu. 

From the days of the prophet to the end of the eleventh century, problems faced by the Muslim community were resolved through Ijtehad.  The author has described some of these under the heading ‘Ijtehad of the Prophet and the Caliphs’ (pages.135-139).

He describes Ijtehad as an effort to ponder deeply on an issue with a view to finding its solution that is in consonance with the basic spirit of Islam and its jurisprudence (Shariah). During the first four Khalifs (heads of the Muslim community) after the demise of the Prophet, Ijtehad was a simple matter as all of them had witnessed the advent of Islam, the Quranic revelations, and were privy to the thought process of the prophet Their edicts on issues not covered by the Quran and Sunna were therefore readily accepted. 

Controversies raised their heads, particularly in the political arena, during the immediately following Ummayad period.  The tussle for leadership between Ali ibne Abu Talib, son-in-law of the prophet, and Imam Muawiya, gave rise to a school of thought called Khwarjis who gave a very strict and harsh interpretation of Islamic tenets and resorted to even violence to make people accept their narrow view of religious principles. Anyone, for instance, who committed a grave sin, could even be executed. In reaction to this, another school came up with a much lenient approach to issues. They were called Murajeya  -people hopeful that God in his munificence would forgive even grave sins. The Umayyad exploited this to indulge in their luxuries and aberrations. Simultaneously another school of thought called Jabria surfaced to put forth the view that every thing is pre-destined. That justified obedience to even a sinning despot. 

As a reaction to this, a school of thought called Qadariya came to the fore that claimed that every individual was responsible for his actions, so were the Ummayad khalifs for their sins. Soon came the Muatezillah, the rationalists who emphasized logic as the arbiter in all disputes. They raised logic to the level of revelation, as they believed that all revelations were based on pristine logic.  This gave rise to Ahle Hadith who rejected the Greek system of using logic as the touchstone. They thought that all issues could be resolved in the light of the teachings of the Quran and the traditions of the prophet. They are often referred to as fundamentalists.  Meanwhile, some thinkers highlighted the significance of spiritualism and advocated a mystic creed (Tassawuf) for a direct link with the Almighty. 

The debates and discussions set in motion by these different schools of thought created confusion among the common people as well as the jurists. To put an end to this, Imam Ghizali (d.1111) collated and compiled the edicts of eminent jurists and exercising his own judgment presented a reconciled and final version on various issues. He also put a stop to debates on the issues already covered.  He was a jurist of such a high caliber that his decision was accepted by the other jurists and the door to Ijtehad was shut for a long, long time to come. Of course there were several other factors too that lent support to this development. 

Significantly, it was during this very period of debates, discussions and dialectics that books on various subjects were translated into Arabic and a shining phase of creativity commenced in the Muslim world. Numerous bright stars appeared on the firmament of knowledge: Al-Kwarsmi in algebra, Al Idrisi in geography, Ibne Khaldun in sociology and history, Ibn Rushd (Averroes) in philosophy, Ibn al-Baytar in Chemistry, and Razi, Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and Ibn al-Nafis in medical sciences. 

It is high time, contends Sher, that the Muslim community broke the intellectual inertia and engaged in research and innovation. He maintains that the process would be faster and more effective if worked under the auspices of the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC). He recommends the setting up a Fiqh Council comprising 20-25 eminent scholars drawn from various walks of life. 

He mentions, in the last chapter, some issues that merit consideration by the proposed council. He has talked at some length about the current controversy over interest and usury. He has looked at the issue mainly from the viewpoint of a student of economics. His vast experience in the field of economic development demand attention to his contention.
To sum up, I would regard this book as a must read for the Muslims of South Asia residing in North America. To get a copy, you may consider contacting the author at: Osman_Sher@Yahoo.com

arifhussaini@hotmail.com
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Will Healthcare Swallow the Economy?

By Nayyer Ali, MD


The American economy’s single largest sector now is healthcare. It eats up 16% of the GDP, or about two trillion dollars.  This amounts almost 6,700 dollars per person per year in spending. Over the next ten years, healthcare is projected to expand to 20% of the economy, and will continue to grow through the next few decades. There are now many anxious voices both in Washington and in the media that are concerned that this rising healthcare spending will swallow up the economy. 
Why is spending rising so rapidly? There are three main factors. First is the aging of the population. In three years, the first members of the baby boom generation will reach age 65, and be eligible for Medicare government insurance. The ranks of the elderly are the fastest growing segment of the population, and because they are old, they consume more healthcare. The second factor is medical technology. Every year new medicines, devices, and procedures are developed that allow us to do even more for the ill than we once could. These new technologies are often very expensive, but worth the money to those who need them.  Finally there is the never-ending demand for healthcare. At the end of the day, health is still the most important item we purchase after food and water. 

Medical care that extends life, reduces disability, relieves pain and suffering, and allows people to enjoy their time on this Earth is extraordinarily desirable to all of us.  Who wouldn’t gladly pay a million dollars to save their spouse or child from cancer? Who wouldn’t rather be able to treat their diabetes with a pill than with a shot?  The demand for healthcare, unlike the demand for housing or cars or food, is essentially unlimited.
But critics are worried that healthcare will take too big a slice of the economy. This just begs the question: how big is too big?  How do we decide when we are spending “too much” on healthcare? While it is true that healthcare spending as a share of the economy is rising gradually, and may go to 25% of the economy in the next 40 years, how bad is that?  
One must take into account that the economy is also growing over the next 40 years. Currently, per capita income in the US is 42,000 dollars, and 16% goes to healthcare, or about 6700 dollars.  This leaves about 35,000 dollars per capita for all other things we desire. In 40 years, assuming per capita income continues to rise about 2% per year, it will reach 92,000 dollars. If we spend 25% on healthcare, that is 23,000 dollars, but that still leaves us with 69,000 dollars for everything else.  We can continue to devote a gradually larger share of our economy to heath, while still having plenty of growth left over to allow the standard of living in all other areas to continue to rise.  There is no looming disaster that is inevitable.
There is however a political problem that is very real. The problem is that the people who earn a living and pay taxes in America are mostly young and healthy, while the people who consume healthcare are mostly retired elderly or disabled. So how do we construct a rational system that insures those who need it but are not working, while limiting the tax burden on the healthy workers who must pay for the medical care?  

The current crazy-quilt of employer based healthcare for most workers and dependents combined with federally funded health insurance for the poor (Medicaid) and the disabled and retired (Medicare) is starting to break down.  There are too many middle-men in the system making extremely fat profits, from private health insurers and drug companies to medical equipment suppliers and HMO’s.  

It is time to extract the fat from the system while creating a broad-based net of tax support for healthcare.  In exchange workers can have the peace of mind that when they or their loved-ones need healthcare, it will be covered. It is time for a single-payer system run by the federal government and paid for by general payroll taxes.  The model for this is already in place.  It’s called Medicare, and it is proper that we expand it to cover everyone in the United States. Comments can reach me at Nali@socal.rr.com.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Violence and Religion: It’s Difficult to Connect the Dots

By S. Amjad Hussain
In one of my recent columns I reported on a conference on Sacred Violence I attended at Case University Law School. In my column I noted the inability or unwillingness of the terrorism experts to articulate the reasons for violence and terrorism waged in the name of religion. To me these so-called experts were just not interested in connecting the dates between the cause and effect. Many readers asked if I would connect the dots for them. 

Such inquiries remind me the nursery rhyme of Henry and Liza where a hole in the bucket and the attempt to fix it takes the two of them in circuitous and never-ending reasoning. Let me try to plug this proverbial hole by addressing three questions raised by a Christian lady from Perrysburg, Ohio.

Q: Do Muslims /Arabs hate Jews and Israel?

A: Muslims by virtue of their beliefs cannot hate Jews. Muslims are required to respect those who are not Muslims and are required to protect the places of worships of Christians and Jews. 

Regarding Israel there is a deep-rooted resentment for the expansionist policies of Israel. It is primarily due to the long festering Israeli-Palestinian conflict in which Palestinians have been given the short end of the stick. 

Q: Do Muslims/Arabs hate America? 

A: Even though there is widespread disapproval of American foreign policy in the world including Arab and Muslim countries, there is a very high regard for America’s scientific advances and American culture according to a 20002 pole by Zogby International. 

America has always been a beacon for liberty and freedom around the world. America’s pivotal role in the Jihad on the side of the Mujahideen or the Afghan freedom fighters against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan (1979-1989) was one such example. Unfortunately instead of staying engaged in Afghanistan after the defeat of the Soviet Union, America and Western allies also picked up and left. The country descended into a decade long bloody civil war that in turn gave birth to the Taliban and created a conducive environment for Al Qaeda to flourish. 

American ambivalence or refusal to get engaged in other outstanding political issues like Kashmir, Chechnya and Kosovo has also added to the list of grievances. In a glaring paradox however the jihadists fail to give credit to the US for its intervention on the side of Bosnian Muslims in the early 1990’s.

Whereas a great majority of Arabs and Muslims do not endorse the tactics of terrorists they are very clear in their minds about the cause and effect that I outlined above. 

Q: Does Qur’an teach killing of all non-Muslims?

A: No, it does not.

There are only two short verses that on the surface appear to advocate violence against non-Muslims but those passages came in response to a particular situation where the small community of Muslims was attacked by the residents of Mecca in violation of a treaty that  they had with the Muslims. 

On the other hand there are many passages which state categorically that there is no compulsion in religion, that God has appointed different paths for different people and it is only God who would judge, has made incumbent upon Muslims to protect the places of worship of Christians and Jews, and that salvation is for all those who believe in God, follow their scriptures, believe in the Day of Judgment and are righteous. 

Blanket condemnation of Muslims and Islam by xenophobic politicians and TV Evangelists aside, many times in history the Jews, Christians and Muslims have cooperated and collaborated to create civil societies. The dazzling accomplishments of those people in the fields of arts and sciences still shine through the smoke and fog of present-day distrust and intolerance. For an insight into that era I would recommend looking up Abbasids of Iraq (750-1258), Fatimids of Egypt (909-1171), the Umayyads of Spain (714-1031) and a more recently the Mughals of India (1508-1857) and particularly Akbar the Great (1543-1605). 

The Golden Age of Islam was made possible not by killing the ‘infidels’ but by interpreting and understanding the sacred text in an inclusive and pluralistic way. 

(For further reading I would suggest Islam: A Mosaic Not A Monolith by Mr. Vartan Gregorian, past president of Brown University and currently the president of Carnegie Corporation in New York. It is concise, to the point and an extremely fair book for which I am grateful to my friend Joe O’Leary for bringing it to my attention.) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State-Sponsored Hooliganism
By Dr. Mahjabeen Islam

Toledo, Ohio

 

The situation has gotten increasingly desperate in Pakistan. The state machinery resorting to hooliganism and then denying it is both surprising and sad. 

The sworn affidavit of the Chief Justice of Pakistan, Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry makes for very depressing reading. That he was detained at the camp office against his will for five hours, persuaded to resign, left for extended periods by himself and when he tried to leave, was physically prevented from doing so, makes him seem like a common criminal and not the Chief Justice of a sovereign nation. When he was finally allowed to leave, his driver was prevented from taking him to his office, and only allowed to drive the car if he promised to take him home, or else an army officer would drive him. 

After four days of virtual house arrest, at the time of his hearing, he was pulled by his hair and pushed into a car. And the television station that broadcast footage of this paid for it dearly later. On May 12, 2007 during the Karachi unrest, video footage from the rooftop of Aaj television shows government cars driving up to the station giving arms to waiting men, who thereafter sprayed gunfire for five hours on the station.

On the same day of the first hearing of the CJ, GEO’s television station was attacked by police. As a wave of disgust gripped the nation, General Musharraf also expressed dismay at the GEO television station attack. Apparently the government did not authorize the attack. One wonders who did. 

In a television discussion about the Karachi carnage, Imran Khan of Tehrik-e-Insaf squarely blamed MQM’s Altaf Hussain for all the loss of life. In the same discussion, he mentioned Shaukat Aziz being mentioned in Condoleeza Rice’s biography in very unflattering terms. Within 24 hours there were widespread demonstrations all across Sindh by MQM followers; it was understandable that the protestors were angry at the disrespect toward their leader. What is unfathomable is the order by the Sindh government banning Imran Khan’s entry into Sindh for three days and entirely incomprehensible was the Punjab government following suit, and preventing his exit from Punjab. The premise was to help maintain public order. Now, really. 

An MQM Sindh provincial assembly member’s Karachi house was recently razed to the ground. This was apparent punishment for providing information to Imran Khan in his effort to sue Altaf Hussain in a British court for the May 12th Karachi carnage. 

Three journalists found bullet-containing envelopes in their cars; with the envelopes inscribed with threats that the bullets would be housed elsewhere if they did not curtail their free speech, read governmental criticism. 

A well respected Pakistani author Ayesha Siddiqa had reserved the Islamabad Club for the launch of her book “Military Inc.”; an expose of the extent of the military’s involvement in Pakistan ’s economy. Suddenly she could not launch it at the Islamabad Club, nor could she at the various hotels, because, she claimed, the government had given orders expressly preventing this. A small private office packed to capacity had to be chosen. 

Indeed the physical launch of a book can be muzzled. But in the Internet age, Ayesha Siddiqa’s words cannot be. Several Pakistani-Americans are buying her book to express protest at the shenanigans of the Pakistan government, especially its latest descent into the bullying arena.

General Musharraf states that the Unites States has the most liberal press. How sadly misinformed that is. After 9/11, the American press is muzzled to the point that the Pakistani press is what I get my news from. Right after 9/11 the major news organizations were called by the White House and advised to only publish news that was patriotic and to self-censor items that are not good for public morale. Not only are casualties in Iraq not reported, even information that is far removed from the war on terror is not reported. The slant on the news and the tilt on the opinion pages are so blatant as to be semi-irritating. It is actually European and Canadian media that is truly uncensored.  

Murmurs from General Musharraf now say that there needs to be some censoring of the media. His ministers parrot the same refrain: Sheikh Rashid would parrot anything for that matter. Interestingly, Sindh governor, MQM’s Ishratul Ibad enunciated very clearly in a public speech that the media had gotten off with too much freedom. All ominous statements, especially one day after ARY and Aaj television were taken off the air on the order of the government.  

The most tragic of all cases, by far, is that of Syed Hamad Raza, the deputy registrar of the Supreme Court. For weeks he was being hounded to testify in the case of the Chief Justice and he was not complying. He was murdered in broad daylight in a residential area of Islamabad, and the “jeans-wearing” perpetrators were allowed to escape, and it was stated that he was killed during a burglary attempt. As pressure rose, the flavor changed and the background of the pressure on Hamad to testify was revealed. The killers have been suddenly found as well, and clapped in jail to boot. 

Ayesha Siddiqa has clearly hit the army’s Achilles’ heel. She has written a previous book and several articles about the military, and for now is too high profile to harm. But it is not overkill to fear for her.

Undoubtedly, General Musharraf’s greatest gift to Pakistan was freedom of the press. But what he hath given, he taketh away, slowly but surely. One hopes though that the hooliganism that has become the order of the day, does not degenerate into frank intimidation and terror.

(Mahjabeen Islam is a physician and freelance columnist residing in Toledo Ohio . Her email address is mahjabeenislam@hotmail.com)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

======================================= 

Community
=============================================== 

Arif Mansuri Acquires Pakistan Link
Newport Beach, CA: Well-known industrialist and community activist Arif Zaffar Mansuri has acquired PL Publications, LLC, the publisher of Pakistan Link. He assumed the office of President and Managing Editor on May 14, 2007. 

An active member of several Pakistani-American and mainstream American associations, Mansuri enjoys immense popularity in the community. He has been instrumental in organizing many community events and fundraisers and is highly regarded for his patronage of learning and scholarship. 

Mansuri regards Pakistan Link as a national heritage that he has come to share, not own, with fellow Pakistanis. “I am thankful to God that He has given me the opportunity to serve my dear country, Pakistan, and the Pakistanis residing in North America. I feel honored to be the current caretaker of this precious heritage.

“I admire the Pakistani-American media, including the many newspapers, magazines, radio, TV and the Internet. However, very few of these have a direct focus on the mainstream American community and its policymakers, think tanks and interfaith groups. Pakistan Link is among those who have traditionally served this crucial role, and it is my dream to have it serve as an even stronger link in the future between the Pakistani-American community and the mainstream American community.”

Mansuri urges the community to support Pakistan Link by submitting feature articles, opinion pieces and poetry, taking subscriptions and placing advertisements. He also warmly welcomes suggestions, critiques and letters to the editor.

Prominent community members have welcomed Mansuri’s taking over of Pakistan Link and have greeted him with many congratulatory messages. Literary circles, too, have expressed optimism that Link’s already well-respected literary standing will reach even higher levels; for years, Mansuri has been associated with the Urdu Writers Society and has figured prominently in other literary circles.

Mansuri is a Director of the Pakistan American Leadership Center (PAL-C). He presides over the Council of Pakistan American Chamber of Commerce (CPACC) and is a Board Member of the Southern California Organization of Pakistani Engineers (SCOPE). He is also a member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Multi Cultural Advisory Committee (MCAC) and Vice Chairman of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Pakistan Advisory Council. 

Mansuri holds a Bachelors degree in Mechanical Engineering from NED Engineering University, Karachi; a Masters degree in Industrial Engineering from Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; and an MBA degree from Pepperdine University, Malibu, California. 

Mansuri is the President and CEO of Metals & More, Inc., a California-based importer and wholesaler of stainless steel. He is also the Director of Tubular Specialties Manufacturing, Inc., a manufacturer of washroom accessories and handrails/railing systems with a manufacturing plant in Los Angeles and warehouses at various locations across the U.S. He is also the Director of Huntman LLC, a California-based investment company with commercial and residential real estate holdings in California and Arizona. 

Mansuri has been married to Zaib-un-Nissa (Debbie) for eighteen years and has a five-year-old daughter, Jazmyn. Zaib shares her husband’s zest to promote the media. “For years I have watched Arif faithfully read Pakistan Link every week. He is truly dedicated to this wonderful newspaper and is very excited about this new opportunity. It is a dream come true for him.”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pakistan Link: Past, Present and Future

 

Pakistan Link Report

 

Newport Beach, CA: In 1991, an enterprising family named Rehman saw the pressing need in the growing Pakistani community for a newspaper of its own that would connect not only the two countries, but Pakistanis across America as well. Faiz Rehman became the editor of the fledgling Pakistan Link with the enthusiastic support of his father, the noted Urdu poet Abdul Rehman Siddiqi.

The task of launching the newspaper was daunting, but the family showed extraordinary zeal in surmounting start-up obstacles and the paper began to flourish.

Under the leadership of the Editor-in-Chief, Faiz Rehman and the strong support of his father and brothers, the paper began to serve as a forum for the Pakistan-American community. Subscribers multiplied, pages went up and the readership soared. 

Blissfully, the community had found an effective platform to air its views on, first and foremost, politics. Among other things, one of Rehman’s motivating factors in founding the paper was to draw more attention to the role that Pakistani troops had played in the first Gulf War.

Urdu poetry and literature has long been a vibrant part of the Pakistani cultural scene and it became a popular feature of the paper. In addition to Pakistan Link in English, Urdu Link came to serve as a great stimulant for the promotion of Urdu in North America. With Abdul Rehman Siddiqi as the Editor, Urdu Link gained immense support and popularity among the literary circles in North America, Pakistan and India.

Enter the IT Star

It was a measure of the penetration of Pakistan Link across the nation that only nine years later, the paper attracted the notice of none other than Safi Qureshey, the well-known and extremely successful IT entrepreneur who founded AST. Under the chairmanship of Safi Qureshey, AST had become a Fortune 500 company with over 6,000 employees in more than 100 countries and annual revenues in excess of $2.6 billion. The IT celebrity, who was once described by Newsweek magazine as the Pakistani giving a run to Microsoft, added many pluses to the paper, including financial stability. A full-fledged office was established in Karachi, Pakistan, which resulted in further content improvement of the paper.

Qureshey’s already-established, high-profile success in the IT world was also instrumental in introducing the paper to the higher echelons of Washington and Islamabad. Both President Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz are admittedly aware of Link’s role in furnishing Pakistan’s perspective on various issues to policymakers in Washington.

Like the Rehmans, Qureshey relied on his family for the day-to-day management of the paper. Safi’s brother, Wasi Qureshey, as President and Managing Editor of Pakistan Link, worked with great energy and zeal to introduce all-round improvements, and his efforts were richly rewarded as Pakistan Link and Urdu Link became buzz names in the community.

Indisputably, it was Wasi’s vast experience in the Army, SUPARCO and computer organizations like Audioramp which helped in establishing a base in Pakistan, automating the publication, and reducing the unnecessary overheads which enabled it to survive through the recession and post-9/11 period.

Due to Wasi’s sustained strivings and the painstaking efforts of his devoted lieutenants - the late Riaz Ansari,  a truly lovable person who despite failing health put his heart in the challenging task, and Mahboob Akhtar, et al.  - there were vivid indications of the growing influence of the paper.  The University of California, Berkeley, decided to microfilm the issues of Link, and the national airline of Pakistan, PIA, carried copies of the paper on its trans-Atlantic flights. The number of contributors multiplied and the website registered record traffic as think tanks, policymakers and interfaith groups began to increasingly peruse the contents of Link. 

Meanwhile, Urdu Link, under the stewardship of Shabbir Ghori, also gained immense popularity. Ghori’s background as a journalist and his enterprise and industry, along with his role in facilitating the transition from solely a literary to a popular newspaper, did not go unnoticed. His efforts were duly applauded by the growing readership.  

 

Link’s Influence Grows

A report of the ‘New America Media’, the largest national collaboration of ethnic news organizations, has testified to this welcome trend:  “Pakistani Americans aren’t the only ones who read Pakistan Link. It also attracts university professors, leading experts on Pakistan and Southeast Asia and young people. (Editor Akhtar) Faruqui...says he runs into professors from UCLA and once, even the Los Angeles County Police Chief, who say they enjoy and admire his paper. ‘These are heartwarming things for an editor to hear’, says Faruqui. ‘I am sometimes surprised at the response. People all over the US read us avidly’. This is proven, not only by the geographical diversity of their subscribers, but the many letters they receive from all over the country”.

More recently, Akram Shaheedi, Minister (Press) at the Embassy of Pakistan in Washington, concurred with the New America Media report: “It is in my knowledge that the editorials and the news analysis published in Pakistan Link are accorded serious consideration at the policy levels of the USA Administration. The weekly is known for its pro-Pakistan stance and the community owns it with pride because the end product is quite impressive as compared to the other similar publications of the community”.

 

A Man with Goals

May 14, 2007 marked the beginning of a new chapter in the history of Pakistan Link with Arif Mansuri assuming charge of President and Managing Editor of the paper. He comes with a sound academic background - two Masters degrees from American universities and many professional attainments to his credit. His priorities and goals are well-defined. The mission of the paper, clearly spelled out by him, is to:

· Promote the positive image of Pakistan in North America.

· Influence the policy and policymakers at all levels of the governments of the United States and Pakistan, for strengthening the Pakistan-US ties and betterment of Pakistanis all around the globe.

· Deliver news and information of interest to the Pakistani-American community, effectively and efficiently, using the print and Internet- based newspaper.

· Link the Pakistani-American community by providing a platform to discuss issues that impact their everyday life in the US.  Also to forge links between the Pakistani-American community and the host community.

Mansuri also plans to create a nationwide directory of Pakistani-American businesses and individuals to bring the community together through the widely accessed website of Pakistan Link.

Under Mansuri’s stewardship, Pakistan Link is poised to break new ground and to be a greater source of strength for the community.

 

Faruqui Continues as Editor

Akhtar Mahmud Faruqui, Editor of Pakistan Link, will continue to edit the newspaper after the change in ownership.

Before joining Pakistan Link, Faruqui served as Assistant Editor of Dawn, a leading Pakistani daily newspaper based in Karachi, and earlier, as Principal Public Relations Officer of Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission. Faruqui has contributed papers to UNESCO and IAEA publications and has rendered editorial services to the UN International Center for Theoretical Physics founded by Nobel Laureate Professor Abdus Salam in Italy. 

Says Mansuri, “Faruqui is an icon of journalism in North America. Over the years Pakistan Link has maintained very high standards of unbiased reporting and editorials. I hope and pray that with Faruqui as the Editor, Pakistan Link will achieve even higher levels of journalistic integrity and popularity among the community”.  

It is Mansuri’s resolve that Pakistan Link should serve the community even better than in the past. He is keen that the paper conforms to mainstream standards, and with time, achieves the distinction of being better than the best! In this ambitious and herculean task, Mansuri believes community support would play a decisive role.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Message from Ambassador Mahmud Ali Durrani
I am pleased to extend my best wishes to Mr. Arif Mansuri, who has taken over as the new Managing Editor of the Pakistan Link, a leading Pakistani English weekly published from the West Coast. Pakistan Link is not only serving as a bridge between the host community and the Pakistani community living in the USA but also keeps them informed about the developments taking place in Pakistan and in the US in an objective manner 
I am delighted to know that the paper has subscribers throughout the United States and its website receives more than 6000 hits every day which is no mean achievement. The paper’s wide reach and circulation demonstrates the interest of the community in the US in Pakistan Link. 
With Arif Mansuri, a leading industrialist and Patron Saint of many literary and community organizations in the US, now at the helm as President and Managing Editor of Pakistan Link, it is expected that the newspaper would serve the Pakistani-American community and the cause of Pakistan with greater zest and verve and make a wholesome impact on Pak-US ties. I wish Mr. Mansuri and his team the very best in the years to come.

Mahmud Ali Durrani
Ambassador of Pakistan to the United States
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pakistan Consul General’s Message
It is my pleasure to felicitate the weekly Pakistan Link under the new Management. Pakistan Link is a well known weekly for its valuable services to the Pakistani-American community in shape of news, reportages and commentaries. The regular columns, write ups and contributions by prolific writers are its distinction. 

In this age of globalization media plays a significant role in creating awareness and helping develop public opinion.  I believe the Pakistan Link would continue providing quality coverage of news, objective analysis and economic developments around the globe especially in Pakistan.  In addition, Pakistan Link will also play its due role in portraying and promoting the rich cultural heritage and traditions of Pakistan. 


The vibrant Pakistani-American community is a source of strength for us in the Consulate General.  Pakistan Link with its community based news coverage shall prove to be a real link in further cementing the existing bonds between the Pakistani-American community and their motherland Pakistan. 


The golden principles - Faith, Unity, Discipline - enunciated by Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan, it is my hope,  shall serve as the guiding principles of the Weekly.


I extend my best wishes and pray for the continued success of Pakistan Link under the new Management.

  Pakistan Paindabad

Syed Ibne Abbas

Consul General of Pakistan

Los Angeles, California

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Message from Minister (Press) M. Akram Shaheedi

 
Pakistan Link is doing good job for the Pakistani community in particular by presenting credible reporting and the thought provoking news analysis to them of the developments taking place in Pakistan and in this country. Pakistani community and the host community hold the paper in high esteem because the quality of service the weekly is providing to them on a regular basis.
Pakistan Link also provides the platform to the Pakistani scholars, writers, reputable professionals and CEOs to convey their ideas and sentiments about various issues facing the community as a whole. It keeps the members of the community fully informed about the problems and also how best they can cope with the situation under the circumstances. The enviable number of hits of Weekly’s website and the subscription speak in volume of the interest of the people all across America.
I am sure the weekly will continue its march of making significant impact on the wider segment of the society under the leadership of Mr.Arif Mansuri, Managing Editor and Mr.Akhtar Mahmud Faruqui, Editor. I have no doubt in my mind that the Weekly will make all of us proud by reaching out to the populace of the United States and the overseas countries in the future. I extend my heartiest best wishes to the whole team for their resounding success.

Embassy of Pakistan

Washington, DC
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pakistan Link’s New Look & the Man Behind It

This issue of Pakistan Link has a new masthead and a layout that conforms to the latest graphic techniques. Famous designer and graphic artist, Arif Imam, designed the masthead and the layout.

Mr. Imam was commissioned by the new management to improve the look of the newspaper and to introduce the latest layout style and graphics. The task  turned out to be truly daunting as the amount of time at the disposal of the artist  was too short. Imam however lived up to his reputation and imparted a well-balanced modern and unique look to the paper.

Imam has played an important role in the design and layout of several newspapers and publications. He was a key member of the team that launched The News International, Jung Group’s leading English newspaper. He was also responsible for the design and layout of the popular business daily, the Financial Post. Among the various magazines that he has designed are ‘Politics and Business’ published by Altaf Gohar, ‘TV Times’ and ‘Women’s Own’ published by Riaz Ahmed Mansuri of the Cricketer fame.

In addition to various publications, Imam  headed the graphics and arts departments of several advertising firms in Pakistan such as Sachi & Sachi and Ogilvy & Mather. He also designed the advertisement and promotional campaigns of major international brands such as Nestle, Pepsi, Brooke Bond and the City Bank. 

Imam is an excellent poet and is known in literary circles as one of the best poets in North America.

Says Imam, “Working on the Pakistan Link design was one of my most challenging assignments. Creating the design that takes many months in less than four weeks was quite an uphill task. I am however pleased that the final outcome is of international standards. Pakistan Link is a prestigious and premier newspaper of the Pakistani-American community. My desire was to produce a design which is truly representative of our great community”.

We hope that you too would like this new look of the paper! Please favor us with your comments at Editor@PakistanLink.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
An Unprecedented Jewish/Muslim Dialogue
By Nancy R. Goodman, PhD 

and Batya Monder, MSW, BCD

An unprecedented Jewish/Muslim dialogue took place on May 5, 2007 at a conference on Fear and Trauma: Ruptured Souls; Ruptured Cultures.   Two speakers, one Jewish the other Muslim, were addressing the large subject of Fear and Trauma from the perspective of their own backgrounds and their very meaningful contributions to the understanding of these profoundly disturbing subjects.  

A psychoanalyst and scholar of the Holocaust, Dori Laub, MD  and a scholar of contemporary Islam, Akbar Ahmed, PhD presented papers and entered into dialogue inviting participation from an esteemed audience of psychoanalysts, mental health professionals, academics, and leaders of organizations interested in Islam and the Holocaust. 

The conference on Fear and Trauma allowed for the suffering of the Holocaust and the suffering in the world of Islam to be discussed together for the first time.  

The New York Freudian Society, Washington, DC Program and the School of International Service of American University in Washington, DC collaborated in bringing together knowledge of trauma from psychoanalytic study of Holocaust survivors and the contemporary conflicts between Islam and the West.

Dr. Nancy Goodman, the moderator of the program, opened the conference with comments about the importance of hearing from two scholars who have been courageous witnesses to the truths of unspeakable traumas: the destruction of the Nazi era and the terror facing us today in the contemporary conflicts within the world of Islam and between Islam and the West.

Dr. Dori Laub and Dr. Akbar Ahmed created a double narrative as they spoke from extensive knowledge of their fields of interest and from their personal experiences as children.  


Dr. Laub, a child survivor of the Holocaust, spent the better part of his professional life working with victims of massive trauma and writing about therapeutic work with severe trauma. Dr. Ahmed, a child on one of the trains during the mayhem of the Pakistani partition, and holder of the Ibn Khaldum Chair of Islamic Studies at the School of International Service at American University, is a prolific writer on the world of Islam and a creator of interfaith dialogue. Both scholars have the tenacity to know, study, and teach about ruptures of soul and culture. They are each dedicated to creating ways to hear about the unspeakable and to facilitate creation of narrative as individuals and groups learn to listen to each other.

Psychoanalytic commentaries further enriched understanding of how narratives and dialogues develop out of terrifying experience and were presented by Paula Ellman, PhD, Arlene Kramer Richards, EdD and Robert Rovner, PhD.  The three clinical papers focused on otherness in one form or another and meshed beautifully with the topic of Fear and Trauma. Each commentary included exquisitely sensitive work with traumatized patients.  

Dr. Dori Laub presented a paper on “Knowing the Unknowable of the Holocaust”.  He spoke eloquently about the place of testimony as an alternative to dramatic fragmentation.  Only in the creation of testimony could the knowing take place.  “Testimony,” said Dr. Laub, “can only emerge in the presence of a passionate listener.” 

He presented examples of the incapacity of mothers to have any memory of what happened to their children when the events involving their deaths were too horrifying. Massive psychic trauma lacks a beginning, middle and end. It weaves its way into the memories of several generations as is internalized by the children of those who were victims. Many survivors were unable to speak because of their inner speechlessness, having split off their traumatic experiences both emotionally and cognitively. Dr. Laub noted that a good object is essential for survival. Survivors don’t know what they know till they give testimony.  Dr. Laub spoke of the urgency he experienced to co-found the Holocaust Video Archives Project at Yale University in 1979 as a living memorial for testimonies of survivors. 

Dr. Akbar Ahmed presented a paper on “Creating Dialogue when Cultures Rupture”. Akbar Ahmed began his talk by noting the uniqueness of the Holocaust which has no parallel in the Muslim world and the importance of a Jewish-Muslim dialogue. He stressed the need for a narrative about Muslim history and the urgency for the West to understand what is happening in Muslim society. The enormity of unrest was underscored by his remarking that of all the refugees in the world today, 80% are Muslims. He went on to say that in Iraq alone four million refugees have been created by our involvement there. We lament the approximately 3000 American deaths but do not register the far greater number of Iraqi fatalities, estimated by the British to be 655,000 and by the Iraqis to be 1.5 million.

Akbar Ahmed  provided more details about his own history.  In 1947 there was madness in North India.  With the creation of Pakistan, 15 million people were displaced and two million people died.  Hindus went to India and Muslims to Pakistan.  The intense intimacy of these peoples was converted into violence overnight.  He also spoke about the rising tide of Anti-Semitism and the mistaken belief throughout the Muslim world that Israel is behind 9/11.  He closed with the plea for Christians and Jews to help Muslims tell their stories and for the repeated need for dialogue between Muslim and Jew.  

As they spoke together about the incomprehensible terror they have each witnessed in their work and in their lives, exquisite need for conversation and knowing the narrative of the other was evidenced.  The audience responded with gratitude for learning more about the ruptures of soul and culture which often get submerged when fear and trauma create silence.  The papers, the psychoanalytic commentaries, and the dialogue between speakers and with the audience exemplified the way that fear and trauma can become known and the importance of this knowing to prevent continuous repetitions of horrifying cataclysmic events. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
First Muslim to Command an Aviation Squadron in US Navy
By Lt. Nathan Christensen
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Cmdr. Muhammad Muzzafar F. Khan relieved Cmdr. Timothy Langdon as Commanding Officer of Sea Control Squadron (VS) 31 during a ceremony held at sea aboard USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) May 13. Khan is the first Muslim to take command of an operational aviation squadron in the US Navy. The “Topcats” of VS-31 are assigned to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 9, embarked aboard Stennis, and currently deployed to the US 5th Fleet area of operations (AOO).
 “I am absolutely thrilled and honored to be placed in that position of stewardship,” said Khan. “It’s an honor and a tremendous feeling.”
As a child in Pakistan, Khan grew up around aviation. His father served in the Pakistani Air Force for 21 years and then flew commercial airplanes for 24 years. “As far back as I can remember, I’ve always wanted to be a pilot,” he said. “There is a Naval Aviation Museum poster with a little boy holding a toy airplane and looking up at the sky. That little boy was me.”
Some 40 years later, Khan does not just have ambitions to be a jet pilot; he is one. Not only does Khan fly jet airplanes almost daily near his native Pakistan, but also, he now commands an aviation squadron responsible for six aircraft and over 200 personnel.
Khan came to the United States from Pakistan in 1981 to live with his aunt in Texas. His goal was to learn to fly, as well as earn a degree from North Texas State. Although Khan said life was good in Pakistan, he made the decision to stay here in the United States during college and become an American citizen, a decision he does not regret. “I am 100 percent American. I bleed red, white and blue,” said Khan.
He not only remained in the United States and became an American citizen, but decided to become a naval aviator Khan’s decision, however, did not please everyone in his family at first, he said. “My father initially was opposed to the idea of me joining the US Navy because I am the oldest son. My father wanted me to return home and follow in his footsteps and fly with the airlines for him. So, when I told him I was joining the Navy, he wasn’t initially happy.”
Since then, his father and him have grown very close over the years, sharing the common bond and passion for aviation.
Khan’s younger brother even followed his example joining the navy as a P-3 pilot, and is currently stationed in Whidbey Island, Wash. 
In 2004, Khan was selected to enter the command-at-sea pipeline and became VS-31’s executive officer shortly thereafter. Khan was competing for one of two spots against 32 candidates, he said. “The fact that I was selected for command after Sept. 11 is a good indication that the Navy is an equal opportunity organization and that we don’t discriminate on race, religion or color,” said Khan. While many Americans may not have known much about Islam prior to Sept. 11, the terrorist attacks in New York City changed that completely.
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“After Sept. 11, pretty much the entire American nation knew about Islam and the image they had is not the right one,” said Khan. I read an article, which I believe to be true, that Islam was basically hijacked. “The Islamic teachings were turned around or taken out of context so that they could be used for political gain and to incite violent behavior. Suicide and killing innocent people is strictly forbidden in Islam.”
Khan is flying missions over Afghanistan as part of CVW-9 to bring stability and security to the region and help defeat the Taliban who incite extremism. CVW-9, assigned to the USS John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group, entered the US 5th Fleet area of operations (AOO) Feb.19 to conduct Maritime Security Operations (MSO) in regional waters, as well as to provide support for the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) troops on the ground there participating in Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF).
“As far as the mission is concerned, I hope and wish the same things I wish for my fellow Americans; I hope there’s peace, I hope there’s stability, I hope for all people in the region that they can go to the market as freely as I can and let their children play on the street or get a job and be able to provide for their family,” said Khan, as he flies missions in support of ISAF, which is comprised of more than 35,000 troops, with contributions from 37 nations. 
“That is what my hope is – that in the end there will be stability and everyone will be able to enjoy the same freedoms that I enjoy in the United States.”
Khan said that while flying missions over Afghanistan from Stennis, he flies over Pakistan and catches a glimpse of his native country. “It is awesome to look down to be able to see Pakistan knowing I lived 18 years of my life there.”
After 20 successful years in the Navy, today marks the pinnacle of his career as he assumes command at sea. However, Khan has no intention of retiring anytime soon.
“I have completed 20 years and I absolutely love the Navy. I’m still having a lot of fun and I don’t see myself getting out anytime soon,” he said. “I love it, I enjoy it and I feel extremely honored and privileged to be an American and serving in the United States Navy. Knowing what I know now, I would not change anything about my decision to join the Navy.”
Asked what he hopes to achieve down the road in terms of his career, Khan smiled. “The sky is the limit,” he said, suggesting a desire to become the first Muslim admiral in US Navy history.
-----------------------------------------

Faakhir Joins Battle against Smoking in Pakistan 
Pakistan Link Report
 

In a high-profile event to mark the World No Tobacco Day in Islamabad recently, leading pop artist Faakhir was appointed Ambassador for Tobacco Control in Pakistan . An MoU was signed in this regard between the Federal Minister for Health, Mohammad Nasir Khan and Faakhir. The World Health Organization chief in Pakistan was also present. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Federal Heath Minister said a role model like Faakhir had the ability to inspire youth to lead a healthy lifestyle. He said it was his firm belief that Faakhir being a well-known celebrity would be highly successful in dissuading our youth from tobacco use. 
Faakhir in his remarks said he was convinced that he could play a positive role in preventing the youth of Pakistan from falling victim to the machinations of the tobacco industry. "Music is a driver of emotions, and it works if you strike the right chord", Faakhir said, before he announced that he will release a song called 'JIAY JA' to initiate a campaign against smoking and drugs and also create awareness about healthy lifestyle! 
It was also announced during the event that the Ministry of Health is clamping stricter restrictions on tobacco advertisement in Pakistan as part of a renewed initiative to secure 100 percent smoke-free environments. The Ministry will also discourage the setting up of designated smoking areas. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Look Back at OPEN as Forum 2007 Tests Exuberance 
By Ras H. Siddiqui

 “OPEN Forum 2007: Rational Exuberance,” on June 16, 2007 brings the Organization of Pakistani Entrepreneurs of North America (OPEN) - Silicon Valley chapter to another important milestone since its inaugural event. 

Pakistan Link has been covering this organization since Tuesday, November 13, 2001 with a report from the Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel in Palo Alto, where the topic of discussion and the focus (so eloquently opened and closed by the first OPEN-SV President Asim Abdullah) was “Entrepreneurship in the Post Dotcom Era”.  Moderated by Arif Janjua, the presentation by a panel of experts, Ammar Hannafi, Asad Jamal, Faysal Sohail and Zia Chisti was enlightening. We had concluded in reporting on that event that the only challenge left now is to ensure the continuity of this momentum. It now appears that OPEN Silicon Valley has certainly met that goal.  

OPEN Forum 2007 is the fourth annual conference which will be held at the SAP Campus in Palo Alto on June 16. The first forum proved to be very significant. Over the years since 2004 when Idris Kothari, then President of OPEN, introduced former California Governor Jerry Brown at afternoon and closed the forum behind the amazing keynote of Mr Hatim Tyabji (who said, “If somebody tells you that it can’t be done, prove them wrong”) this organization has continued to gain in stature. 

In 2005, Zia Yusuf, then President of OPEN, kicked off the day with quotes from Dwight Eisenhower, George S. Patton and even Napoleon Bonaparte whose “A leaders is a dealer in hope” attracted much attention. 

OPEN Forum 2005 focused on “The Art of Leadership” as a number of true leaders gathered there from the world of business, high-technology and sports. The number of women in attendance still may have been small but their contribution  grew to be significant enough to be mentioned here.  With over five keynote speeches, two panels, a fireside chat and four workshops, plus other sessions, along with tea and lunch, the day gave everyone an ample opportunity to network and to learn the ropes about setting up businesses that can attract the attention of Venture Capitalists (VC’s) and/or Angel Investors willing to back innovation and ideas. And to top it all, as one added the presence of Pakistani cricket legend, Imran Khan to this mix, the day attracted its share of local, national and even worldwide attention (CNN was there). 

Open Forum 2006 focused on “The Rising Tide” of optimism in Silicon Valley and was addressed by General Pervez Musharraf via teleconference. Also addressing the gathering were Dr Ishrat Husain, the former Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan, and Asad Jamal, founder and Chairman of ePlanet Ventures). Talks by President Musharraf and Dr. Ishrat Husain did reflect the rising optimism of some people in Pakistan and even here in California’s Silicon Valley, where the “Rising Tide” could possibly have been just a stir. But we concluded with the hope that at least the tsunami years were behind us.

It is with this short historical look back that Pakistan Link welcomes OPEN Forum 2007 and shares in its “Rational Exuberance” theme. This newspaper has remained a part of the Pakistani-American community for over 15 years and continues to support Boston origin OPEN whose chapter here on the West Coast is inspiring community members to become business and technology leaders.

(OPEN-Silicon Valley promotes entrepreneurship within the Pakistani-American community by providing guidance, mentoring, and networking opportunities to its members in order to facilitate their success.)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPEN Silicon Valley: An Organization on the March 
OPEN SV president Umair Khan talks about fostering strategic partnerships between Silicon Valley entrepreneurs and Pakistan.
By Zunaira Durrani

In 1998, six Pakistani entrepreneurs in Boston found themselves in conversation about their daytime pursuits frequently. Linking the Pakistani professional community in the United States with the entrepreneurial environment around the group became an ambition. Following twelve months of informal meetings, the group of six founded the Organization of Pakistani Entrepreneurs of North America, or OPEN.

From Boston, OPEN went coast to coast as the ambition snowballed into a full-fledged organization with a charter. Volunteers, who to this date are the pulse of OPEN, enrolled and encouraged likeminded colleagues to get onboard. OPEN found itself filling a void for bright young Pakistani minds in business, technology, telecom and other sectors vying for a piece of the entrepreneurial action.

With chapters in Houston, New England, New York, Washington DC, and Silicon Valley, OPEN will be heading East with a new addition: Dubai. OPEN is working with institutions locally and globally to offer Pakistanis a path to innovation and success. A recent $50,000 contribution to the MIT Entrepreneurship Center has brought it one strategic step closer to forging lifetime ties and knowledge exchange between Pakistan and the US.

On June 16, 2007, OPEN Silicon Valley will hold its fourth annual Forum in Palo Alto, CA. Here, Silicon Valley chapter president Umair Khan talks about the opportunities in store.

Q: How did OPEN Silicon Valley evolve?

Umair: Back in early 2001, the journey for OPEN Silicon Valley began when friends from Boston and MIT approached Salman Akhtar and me about OPEN. They were narrating their positive experience, saying that they needed East Coast to West Coast transference and presence. We got together a group of charter members and Open Silicon Valley was formed in June 2001.

Q: Does OPEN work with other organizations targeting Pakistani-American working professionals?

Umair: Our focus is the Pakistani American business community, particularly the entrepreneurs and would-be entrepreneurs within that community. The broader community benefits and the Pakistanis back home benefit in the broader perspective. But the focus has been narrow compared to other Pakistani-American organizations. We work with several other groups for instance IOPWE which is focused on women. Their demographic is part and parcel of our demographic. Then there are other organizations that are working for the betterment of the Pakistani community and Pakistan. We, true to our name, are open to partnering with people and organizations that want well for the Pakistani community.

Q: What are the opportunity areas OPEN is eyeing in the future?

Umair: The interesting thing is that OPEN continues to draw its strength from voluntary participation. Certainly, looking at the last six years, how much or how little OPEN has achieved depends on your perspective. It has achieved a sense of stability and regularity, which is difficult to achieve in a decade of existence. Some of the highlights are events like the OPEN Forum which have gained in stature. 

I see the strategic initiative we have launched with the MIT Entrepreneurship Center as a major milestone in OPEN growing up. OPEN has sponsored the MIT Entrepreneurship Center by giving $50,000 and becoming a lifetime sponsor. In this way, we are engaging the Center within the Sloan School to work towards improving entrepreneurs within the Pakistani-American community and within Pakistan. As a direct result of that, the Head of the Entrepreneurship Department at MIT has traveled to Pakistan twice to have day-long workshops on entrepreneurship, venture capital, CEO summits -- all of that in Karachi. This is the first time that an MIT professor is teaching there. 

All I can say is that OPEN’s potential pales its achievements, and it is this potential that drives us all. The great thing about potential is you will never succeed in achieving it, but you will achieve far more than what’s possible. That’s true of me or you as a person, that’s true of OPEN as an organization, and of Pakistan as a country.

Q: What is the nature of OPEN’s relationship with the government and the business sector in Pakistan?

Umair: OPEN is apolitical and a secular professional organization. The relationship with the Pakistani government is an open dialogue on all issues of  business and commerce. So whenever there is an opportunity to engage the government on business-related matters whether its through our events, annual forum or in private meetings, OPEN charter membership takes the opportunity to hear what the government has to say and the government in turn listens to what we have to say to them. And that dialogue has always been positive starting in 2004 when we had Minister of IT Awais Leghari speak for the first time at the OPEN Forum. Since then, the dialogue has been maintained. 

In terms of presence in Pakistan, we have started to think of OPEN as standing for Organization of Pakistani Entrepreneurs, and not just for Entrepreneurs in North America. We will be opening foreign chapters starting with one in Dubai. Likewise, we are talking to people in Pakistan. TiE Pakistan exists and it is a very good organization. We are working with the right people in Pakistan to put together a bridge between Silicon Valley Pakistanis and US Pakistanis. 

The business community in Pakistan is aware of OPEN and it makes sense for OPEN to have an office there. Whether it’s a liaison office or a full-fledged chapter, that remains to be seen.

Q: Who are the hot shots to watch out for at the upcoming OPEN Forum?

Umair: We have an eclectic lineup. One of the big attractions is Syed Babar Ali, the founder of LUMS who is extremely well respected in the Pakistani business and education circles. Then Sophia Qureshi of Al Jazeera is one to watch,  as part of a theme on alternative paths to success. We also have Monis Rahman who created Naseeb Networks. He is a fantastic story of a Silicon Valley resident repatriating to Pakistan and then creating this whole world online. Another one is a Pakistani named Khalid Saiduddin who is a runner up to the 100K MIT business plan competition -- the first time for a Pakistani to reach that high up in the competition. His company is called SaafWater, a social entrepreneurship project addressing the number one need of Pakistan fulfilled by this young student. He will be part of this entrepreneurial idol with two other companies pitching to VCs who, like Simon Cowell, will shred them to pieces (humanely, of course) and we’ll see who survives. No entrepreneurs will be harmed in the process!

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Sheriff Baca Meets Pakistan Advisory Council

 
Pakistan Link Report

Sheriff of the County of Los Angeles, Leroy D. Baca, invited the Sheriff’s Pakistan Advisory Council to his headquarters for a meeting. Despite his busy schedule he spent considerable time with the members of the Council and had meaningful discussions with them.

 Sheriff Baca is the most well-known sheriff in the country and his support to the Pakistani-American community is unwavering. He has lead a delegation of Sheriffs and security officials from Alabama, New Jersey and California to Pakistan. On that trip he visited many parts of Pakistan and held meetings with President Musharaf and other high officials of the Pakistani Government.

The Advisory Council serves an important role by promoting and encouraging communications between the Sheriff's Office and the members of the Pakistani-American community. In this capacity the Advisory Council provides civilian review of proposed and ongoing departmental programs. The Sheriff relies on this as part of the input to adjust his efforts in serving the County. It also serves as a conduit between the department and citizens, bringing community concerns to the Sheriff's attention and helping to work towards solutions. 

As always, Sheriff Baca expressed great interest in receiving input from the members of the Advisory Council. A lively discussion ensued with interaction between Sheriff Baca and the Advisory Council Members regarding various topics of mutual interest. 

Waqar Ali Khan, the Chairman of the Advisory Council stated that one of the goals of the Council is to educate the members and the community on the extensive range of services available to County residents through the Sheriff's Office. He anticipates that these services will be better utilized by the community members as a result of the educational efforts of the Advisory Council.

Members of the Advisory Council thanked Sheriff Baca for his support of Pakistan and the Pakistani-American community. 

 In recognition of the dedication and efforts of the members of the Advisory Council, Sheriff Baca presented certificate awards to each member.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Glittering, Spacious Restaurant Is Inaugurated in Pomona

Pakistan Link Report

The inauguration ceremony of Shalimar Restaurant in Pomona on May 26 was a lively event enjoyed evenly by the invitees and the hosts. Attended by the community’s leading lights and prominent figures, the ceremony was held in the spacious hall of the restaurant, by far the most commodious and roomy among the Pakistani restaurants in the Greater Los Angeles area. The décor too is appealing. Everything appeared spick-and-span.  The food served was delicious and enjoyed by all and sundry.

The arrangements were so perfect that Mrs. Tabatai, wife of the late Brigadier Tabatabai who was well-known in literary circles, announced that Shalimar would be the venue of the next mushaira to be held in the Los Angeles area. Mr. Ashraf Ali, President of the Pakistani-American Arts Council, was the emcee of the evening and enlivened the proceedings with his well-meaning remarks. Mr. Ali suggested that a meeting of community members should be held at Shalimar every month to take advantage of its décor, food and the management’s hospitality.

The setting had a striking Pakistani touch. The owners have imported a container full of handicraft from Pakistan that seemed to lend a familiar look to the setting. Quite a few invitees were surprised to see a motor rickshaw at the entrance with the message “Maan ki dua, Pappoo yar tang na kar.”

The restaurant is owned by two brothers – Rashid Siddiqui and Amir Siddiqui - who have been involved in community affairs for several years now. Rashid used to arrange shows sometime back. Their father, late Qasim Siddiqui, was also a prominent community member and is still remembered for his services. The two brothers have the active support of their wives –Roohi Siddiqui and Mrs Amir - in the laudable undertaking of running the Shalimar Restaurant.

A singular feature of the evening was the respect shown to the seniors. The mother of Rashid and Amir, Mrs Qasim Siddiqui,was escorted to the dais with great propriety and show of affection  by her sons and bahoos. She prayed for the success of the restaurant as any loving Pakistani mother would do. 

The management has hired Chinese and Pakistani chefs who prepare dishes. Besides Pakistanis, the restaurant has a good number of  regular non-Pakistani clients who enjoy the delicious halal food and relax in the ideal surroundings.

For good food in a tasteful setting Shalimar should be an ideal choice for everyone. 
---------------------------------------------------------
Link Booth Attracts Community Members in Fremont
 
Pakistan Link Report
 
Pakistan Link recently set up a booth at an event held to pay tributes to the creative genius of well-known poet and writer Irfan Murtaza and to accord recognition to his new books – Chanda and Tasweraen. The event was organized by the Karachi University Alumni Association of Northern California and held in Fremont, California. It was well attended by the lovers of Urdu from the local community as well as from far away places.
Pakistan Link representative, Nikhat Khan, who manned the booth reported that the attendees of the event converged at the booth in large numbers. They were happy to see the Link at the event and were curious to know about the new policies of the newspaper after the recent change in ownership. A large number of subscriptions were sold at the event. 
Khan said, “This was a very busy and hectic event for us. People kept on coming to our booth non-stop. We were exhausted but thrilled to see such a response”.
Pakistan Link is one of the oldest and most liked Pakistani-American newspaper, and enjoys a strong following in the community. Such demonstration of respect and patronage inspire the staff of Pakistan Link to work hard for the community! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pakistan Link at APPNA and OPEN Events
Pakistan Link Report

Pakistan Link will fully participate in the upcoming Annual Business Conference of the Organization of Pakistani Entrepreneurs of North America (OPEN) and the Annual Summer Meeting of the Association of Physicians of Pakistani Descent of North America (APPNA) by putting up a stall and covering the two important events.
This year the OPEN Silicon Valley's 4th Annual Business Conference: OPEN Forum 2007 will be held on June 16 in Palo Alto, California. The Annual Summer Meeting of APPNA will be held in Orlando, Florida from June 26 to July 1.

The Silicon Valley Chapter of OPEN was launched in 2001. OPEN is a voluntary,y not-for profit association dedicated to the promotion of entrepreneurship within the Pakistani-American community. Established in Boston in 1998, OPEN has chapters in Boston, New York, Silicon Valley, and Washington DC.

APPNA is a non-political, not-for-profit organization dedicated to fostering scientific development and education in the field of medicine and to delivering better health care, irrespective of race, color, creed, or gender. APPNA saves lives and relieves suffering through its participation in medical relief and other charitable activities both at home and abroad. Established in 1976, APPNA is one of leading ethnic medical societies in the US representing more than 12,000 physicians of Pakistani descent serving nationwide.

Being a community newspaper, Pakistan Link strongly believes in supporting the community organizations and participating in their programs.

Come visit Pakistan Link at our booth at the OPEN and APPNA meetings! We sincerely strive to serve you better and we expect the community to know us more. Together we can set out to attain our collective goals.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pakistan Link Invites Reader Participation
Pakistan Link has announced two new features, ‘Life on Campus’ and ‘Mehfil-E-Terah’. Plans are being made for several other new features to be launched soon in the Pakistan Link.

‘Life on Campus’, will provide an opportunity for students to discuss issues of particular interest to their lives. A topic will be announced every month and the selected articles from the submissions will be printed in the first issue of the following month. 

The topic for Life on Campus for the next month is “The Generation Gap – Does it Exist?” Articles discussing the differences or similarities between the older and the younger generation of Pakistani-Americans and the impact of these on our family dynamics are welcome.

To participate, please write an opinion up to 150 words and e-mail to Editor@PakistanLink.com.* A photo of yourself is welcome but optional. 

For the ‘Mehfil-E-Terah’, a misra-e-terah will be announced every month and the Urdu poets will be invited to submit poems using the given misra. Selected poems will be printed in the first issue of the following month.

The misra-e-terah for the next month is from Jigar Murad Abadi’s shair:


[image: image1.png]



To participate, please send your ghazals to Editor@PakistanLink.com along with your photo (optional).

“We are introducing these new features to bring even more reader participation in the paper”, Editor Akhtar Faruqui said. “These are additions to the paper that I look forward to reading myself!”

· Note:  All submissions should be brief, and may be edited. They become the property of Pakistan Link and may be republished in any format. Please include your full name, mailing address and daytime phone number (your number will not be published). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PAKPAC Condemns Boy

The Pakistani American Public Affairs Committee has strongly condemned the alleged actions of  a young Pakistani American boy, who allegedly cut the hair of a fellow Sikh student. Mr. Umair Ahmed, 17, violated Harpal's religious beliefs by forcibly removing the victim's turban and cutting his hair in a Queens ’s high school bathroom recently. 
A press release issued by the organization said: “It is concerning to see that a member of a community which has recently has had many challenges with respect to civil rights and feeling of religious persecutions is involved in hurting another similar community members of his religious rights. PAKPAC stands with the victim and his community to support them and be available to stand against anyone, even if they are of Pakistani heritage, if they do wrong and take away anyone’s civil or religious rights.”

MPAC Releases Special Report on Muslim American Youth 
Washington, DC: Muslim American youth must be engaged directly rather than being discussed in a vacuum, Muslim Public Affairs Council Executive Director Salam Al-Marayati said June 7 during a forum in Washington, DC to announce the findings of a special report on Muslim American youth and identity formation post-9/11. 
Entitled "The Impact of 9/11 on Muslim American Young People: Forming National and Religious Identity in the Age of Terrorism and Islamophobia", the special report provides analysis of key issues of identity, social and political alienation, the definition of moderate, and Islamophobia as root causes of radicalization. It also provides specific recommendations to government officials, media professionals and universities to bolster integration and prevent radicalization of Muslim American youth. 
"The report is the first substantive Muslim American policy position paper addressing radicalization in an effort to prevent this phenomenon from taking root on US soil," MPAC Government Director Relations Director Safiya Ghori said.  
Click here to download a pdf file of "The Impact of 9/11 on Muslim American Young People". 
Interfaith Alliance Vice President Suzie Armstrong cited the need for dialogue as a tool to change people's thinking from viewing our nation as being rooted in multiculturalism to pluralism. She cited a passage from the paper, which notes that multiculturalism assumes that a majority population is "making room" for minority communities, while a pluralistic paradigm inherently holds different segments as being equal parts of a larger whole.  
Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA) shared the following statement about the paper:
"We share an interest in tapping into the enormous potential of the American Muslim community, and working with that community to better understand the challenges we are confronting around the world. I look forward to reading the report you are issuing today and hope that it will provide valuable insights into the steps that we need to take to rid our world of radicalization and extremism.  I strongly believe that the American Muslim community is a big part of the solution, and that engaging Muslim youth in our nation in this effort is most vital. By sharing insights and strengthening voices of tolerance, we can find common ground in our own communities and strengthen efforts to protect our country from the threats we face at home and abroad. Congratulations again on your work."
Al-Marayati cited three major problems faced when tackling the question of Muslim American youth, as described in the report: 1) the failure of public officials and media commentators to talk to youth, preferring instead to talk about them, 2) the failure to distinguish between anti-establishment ideologies and criminal intent when considering rhetoric on college campuses, and 3) the failure to engage with Muslim Americans at all levels of decision making and to publicize that relationship to the Muslim community and the American public at large. 
"If the ground is rotten, then radical violent ideologies can seep in more easily. If the ground is healthy, then a vibrant and robust sense of self can take hold and mature," Al-Marayati said. "As they find themselves wedged between daily reports of terrorism and extremism on the one hand and Islamophobia and intolerance on the other, Muslim American youth's individual and collective identity evolves continuously. We in the public and private sectors share an obligation to ensure that fertile soil exists where young Muslim Americans can grow up feeling accepted and productive."
Major recommendations outlined in the report include:
· Develop a support infrastructure for Muslim students in US college campuses, including an institutionally supported Muslim religious advisor funded, staffed and certified by the university to ensure the applicability of the chaplain's contributions are germaine to each campus. 

· Create a US government inter-agency Muslim American Youth Advisory Board of student leaders and young professionals. 
· Publicize the engagement with Muslim American community leaders to assure the American public of the close partnership between the Muslim American community and its governmental partners. 

· Deter Islamophobia in the media through seminars for anchors and producers to be introduced to authentic approaches to conversations about extremism and violence among Muslims to better engage an Muslim American perspective, and introduce broad scale ad campaigns showing the value of diversity and pluralism). 
Founded in 1988, the Muslim Public Affairs Council is an American institution which informs and shapes public opinion and policy by serving as a trusted resource to decision makers in government, media and policy institutions. MPAC is also committed to developing leaders with the purpose of enhancing the political and civic participation of Muslim Americans.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

UK: Muhammad Is No 2 in Boy's Names 
 
By Helen Nugent and Nadia Menuhin

Muhammad is now second only to Jack as the most popular name for baby boys in Britain and is likely to rise to No 1 by next year, a study by The Times has found. The name, if all 14 different spellings are included, was shared by 5,991 newborn boys last year, beating Thomas into third place, followed by Joshua and Oliver.
Scholars said that the name’s rise up the league table was driven partly by the growing number of young Muslims having families, coupled with the desire to name their child in honor of the Prophet.
Muhammad Anwar, Professor of Ethnic Relations at Warwick University, said: “Muslim parents like to have something that shows a link with their religion or with the Prophet.”
Although the official names register places the spelling Mohammed at No 23, an analysis of the top 3,000 names provided by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) puts Muhammad at No 2 once the 14 spellings are taken into account. If its popularity continues – it rose by 12 per cent last year – the name will take the top spot by the end of this year. It first entered the Top 30 in 2000.
The spelling Muhammad, like all transliterations, comes from replacing the Arabic script with what is deemed its closest Latin equivalent. There are many versions in Britain, depending on where the family are from and variations in pronunciation.
Muhammad, which means “one who is praiseworthy”, is often given to boys as an honorary prefix and is followed by the name by which they are commonly known. It is regularly cited as the most common name in the world, though there is no concrete evidence.
Mufti Abdul Barkatullah, a former imam at the Finchley mosque in northwest London, said: “Parents who name their son Muhammad believe that the name has an effect on their personality and future characteristics. They are saying that this boy will be of good character

“Some people may not really understand the history of the Prophet Muhammad and the name but they still want the association so they can be recognized as one of his followers. 

“In Arab countries, the name Muhammad is said when you don’t know the name of someone. On the sub-continent, it is different: Muhammad can be used either before or after another name. 

“When you get to the UK, it is essentially about translating the sound of the Arabic into English. A non-Arab Muslim would have the name ending in -ed while an Arab Muslim would adopt the -ad ending.” 

Overall, Muslims account for 3 per cent of the British population, about 1.5 million people. However, the Muslim birthrate is roughly three times higher than the non-Muslim one. 

Statistics from the ONS show that Muslim households are larger than those headed by someone of another religion. In 2001, the average size of a Muslim household was 3.8 people while a third contained more than five people. 

According to data from CACI Information Solutions, men who are named Muhammad are 5½ times more likely to go on holiday in Asia and twice as likely to live in Yorkshire than most other people. 

Additionally, a man named Muhammad is most likely to be aged between 25 and 34 and to have an average salary of £25,000. 

The leading name for girls born to Muslim parents in 2006 was Aisha, in 110th place. Its meaning is “wife of the Prophet” or “life”... (Courtesy Times)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

===============================================================Opinion
============================================================= 

The Two Sacred Cows: The Judiciary and the Armed Forces
By Mohammad Ashraf Chaudhry

Pittsburgh, CA

G. K Chesterton once said, “My country, right or wrong” is like saying ‘My mother, drunk or sober’, which, in simple words means that blind love and reverence is a dangerous proposition. Till recently, it was pronounced loud and clear that the judiciary and the armed forces of the country were above criticism. 

Now, both are in triple-trouble: one, they are horn-locked against each other; second, both are under the microscopic scrutiny of a disillusioned people; both have deep fissures within their own columns. Both are engaged in a self-destructive game of affixing the blame. Those who once held them in their highest esteem, now appear so ready to pelt stones at them.

Hazrat Umer’s standing orders were that ‘armies of occupation’ were to be held aloof from the established urban centers as much as possible. He was much distressed once when he saw the softness and paleness spread wide on the faces of the troops that he had sent to conquer Iraq, and that was quartered in old Ctesiphon. He immediately ordered that ‘camps be placed in the open near the desert.’ And as we now know, later these camps grew into camp-cities in each of the newly won provinces, namely, Basra in lower Iraq, Kufah in central Iraq, Jabiyah in Syria, Ramlah in Palestine, and Fustat (Cairo) in Egypt, writes Sydney Nettleton fisher in his book “The Middle East”. And hence the birth of cantonments. After all there must have been some wisdom in stationing armed forces outside the urban cities of civil population, a practice followed by all the countries of the world till today.

The US Secretary of State Colin Powell in President Bush’s first term of Presidency once very wisely commented on Pakistan’s democracy, “Democracy in Pakistan is a complex issue”. And it is. The President attired in a General’s uniform addresses political gatherings advising people whom to vote to; and the Chief Justice of Pakistan’s Supreme Court, suspended and humiliated publicly, can be spotted every day leading rallies. “When Adam delved and Eve span; who is then a gentleman?”

Wusut-ullah Khan of BBC in his June 3 column graphically depicts the past and present image of the armed forces. He quotes his father, “During the 1965 war a convoy of the armed forces passed through the city of Rahim Yar Khan. People gathered around and greeted the passing soldiers with slogans, ‘armed forces zindabad’. Some even brought with them live poultry and goats and sheep, insisting that the soldiers accept them, and began throwing them into the military trucks; the milk-men carrying milk in containers hanging on both sides of their bikes tried to offer it to the soldiers though much to their annoyance as they viewed it a breach of military discipline; fruit vendors emptied their hand-carts; a local tailor, Meher Din got so carried away by his emotions that he picked eight to ten poplin roles of cloth, ‘thans’,  and insisted on offering them to the soldiers. When told that the cloth was of no use to them because they were on their way to the front-line, and not to a marriage party, he insisted, ‘Please take it’, and suggesting some ways they could use the cloth, said, “If nothing else, just make bandages, or rags of it and use them for cleaning the barrels of your rifles”. Bugga Malang, a beggar, thinking why should he be left behind in his love for the soldiers, made his way through the crowd. Picking up some twisted currency notes from his “Kushkool”, he attempted to stuff them into the pockets of the passing soldiers, and in glee showered the few coins he had on them, and then disappeared in the crowd, chanting, ‘Ya Ali Maddad.’ That was then, in an era when the culture of Defense Societies, Askari Banks; Askari Bakeries; Askari Water Minerals; Askari Dairy Farms; ISI; MI’s; Political Cells, and many more words and terms had not joined the common diction”.

What went wrong? Stephen Cohen in his book, “The Idea of Pakistan”  in chapter three sums it up all beautifully, “One military intervention in fifty years could be seen as an incident and two as an aberration, but four spells of military rule indicate deeper systematic problems”. He calls the Army’s relationship with the political process as a five-step dance which keeps on repeating itself. First, the army warns what it regards as incompetent or foolish civilians. Second, a crisis leads to army intervention. Third, in its effort to “straighten-out” Pakistan, it often introduces major constitutional changes. Fourth, when confronted with growing civilian discontent, the army ‘allows’ civilians back into office. Fifth, the army reasserts itself behind a façade of civilian government, and the cycle repeats itself.  Currently, Pakistan appears to be passing through the last stage of this five-step dance.

Hasan Askari Rizvi, author of ‘Military, State and Society in Pakistan’, expresses somewhat similar views, “The situation can be described as the colonization of civilian institutions by the military”. In his October, 2004 interview published in the Herald, he says, “There has been a subtle change in the military’s disposition towards politics under General Musharraf. Previously, the military was prepared to protect its professional and corporate interests from the sidelines. Now under Musharraf, the army views itself as being critical to internal stability in addition to its role in the management of Pakistan’s security and foreign policy. It believes that the politicians cannot be given a free hand and civilian institutions and forces must function under its tutelage. The corporate interests of the military have expanded so much under General Musharraf that the army is now overwhelming all the major sectors of the state, the economy and the society”. Remember Aysha Siddiqa’s recent book on the Military Inc. 

The army high-ups want to swim without getting wet. It is not the army that is under fire; it is its meddling in the affairs that, by universal convention it is not supposed to fiddle with, that is earning it the public ire. Cohen puts forward four commonly held points behind any military intervention that has taken place in Pakistan. 
First, the army remains acutely conscious that it is professionally more competent and trained than the incompetent and corrupt civilian sector.

Second, army officers stake a special claim to power because of their undeniable patriotism and their commitment to the people of Pakistan. Be it to stand in front of the bullets, or succor the calamity-stricken people, floods, or earthquakes, it is the army that pulls them out.

Third, officers also claim that they understand the ‘national interest’ better than civilians. They study history, geography, write papers, undergo training that prepares them better to understand the contemporary world strategic problems, than the civilians who just never grow in their jobs.

And lastly, the fourth reason for claiming the role of political watchdog by the military is that they mostly perceive the politicians in a negative light.

Cohen further says, “The army was for many years free of charges of corruption and often was described by foreigners and Pakistanis alike as the only organization that functions at an acceptable level of competence”. The alleged corruption of Ms. Benazir and Mian Nawaz Sharif gave credence to this belief.

Cohen, however, concludes by saying, “The military’s claim to efficiency and honesty is more apparent than real. The armed services are shielded from public scrutiny… vast and unaccountable system of military farms, factories, and foundations… many of these have routinely broken the law, and few have been brought to justice. The army’s reputation for honesty is coming under criticism, and the media, especially the English Press, are no longer wary of looking too closely at ‘sensitive’ subjects.”

Now that President Musharraf has formally demanded, and obtained, a formal role for the armed forces in all day-to-day decisions that affect a vaguely defined ‘national interest’, it is obvious that it would just be very hard, for him, or for his successor (unless he like the previous military regimes begins to think that it would be better to return to the barracks after a spell of military rule), to vaccinate the armed forces completely against all kinds of ‘malicious’ criticism. Stephen Cohen appears to be right when he says, “Pakistan is likely to be in for a long spell of direct and indirect military rule… looking to Pakistan’s near-term future, it is easier to say what the army will not do than what it will do”. 

New controls on media imposed on Monday with the rationale “circumstances exist which render it necessary to take immediate action”, in the words of Talat Hussein, the director of news for Aaj TV are akin to killing the messenger for the message he is carrying. The government is getting frustrated. Mr. Kabir Wasti, a senior vice president of the ruling Muslim League (Q), on Friday in his appearance on Dr. Shahid Masood’s program, “Merey Mutabik”, openly criticized the President, his advisers, suggesting that there are deep differences between what the President is doing and what the ruling PML (Q) is pursuing in relation to the case of the Chief Justice. He termed the statement the President got from his Corp Commanders as “a sign of his weakness”, rather than his strength, and described it as a dangerous move. 

Pakistan, no doubt,  is a complex country and its politics a mega complex issue. In this political Vanila ice cream, the recipe of which the military had invented in 1958, it is just not possible now for the military to separate the milk from the sugar and vanilla flavor. It has tasted good for the military rulers, current or past, for many years,  but it, somehow,  did not sit well with a public’s political health which became diabetic and remained on a controlled political  diet. 

There is no such thing as a sacred cow in any civil society. The military chose to immerse itself in the civil affairs; now it must be prepared to hear the music too. Winston Churchil was once asked why he got into politics. He replied, ‘Ambition, pure unadulterated ambition”. Then asked what made him stay in politics, he replied, “Anger, pure unadulterated anger”. Politicians and roosters crow loud. The best way to escape this noise is to stay away from them.

----------------------------------------------------------------
Not Fair to Imran

By Perwaiz Ahmad

Fullerton , CA

The MQM, which made its debut with the promise to fight for the rights of minorities in Pakistan, was welcomed with open arms by all and sundry but within no time the party was hijacked and lost its Mission statement: to bring equality and justice to all, regardless of provincial affiliations. As a born Pakistani, I am of its recent doings.

Statements by against MQM leaders against Imran Khan's effort to bring justice to every Pakistani citizen, and to make  the judiciary independent, are appalling and disgusting. One must put his own house in order before he/she can point fingers at others. Whatever  Imran  did was in the past. Imran at present is a lone fighter against  the injustice done to the Chief Justice while the rest of the politicians are, at best,  playing hide and seek or have made ambiguous statements. 

An MQM stalwart has  hurled disparaging comments on Imran about his past relationship. What matters is, now and present, or since he gave up his ultra-comfortable lifestyle to fight for the rights of the people of Pakistan, who have been promised basic necessities of life but have been later forgotten and betrayed by our own leaders for 60 long years. To say the least, enough is enough. If Imran were an  opportunist, he would have accepted the position of Prime Minister  offered to him by General Musharraf but he declined the coveted position   because he was not  prepared to compromise on the basic principles of a Nation's foundation, which is justice for all,  not just for a  selected few. 

I am no big fan of Imran because during his cricket career I was not in Pakistan. However, when I received the news of Pakistan's World Cup success  during his captaincy I appreciated his discipline and keenness to raise the level of cricket in Pakistan which we are all proud of, especially now,  because cricket, like any other sports, has degenerated in the country due to favoritism and parochialism.  

Iftikhar’s Jawabdeh interview with Imran was candid but brutal. I hope Iftikhar could interview an MQM stalwart and ask equally tough questions before weeks slip by. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Khan's Crusade 
By Rafi Aamer 

New York

After the tragic events in Karachi on May 12, Imran Khan of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf has mounted a spirited campaign against Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) in general and its leader Altaf Hussain in particular. Currently, Imran Khan is in England petitioning the office of the Prime Minister to conduct a comprehensive investigation against Altaf Hussain. 

Imran Khan is fighting on two fronts simultaneously. While taking the MQM to task for violence and supporting a dictator, he also vows to fight alongside the Chief Justice of Pakistan, Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudry, for the independence of judiciary. Mr. Khan must have stumbled upon such principles only recently because when the judges of the Supreme Court of Pakistan were being made to take fresh oaths under Provisional Constitutional Order (PCO) and the ones who weren't willing were sent packing, including the then Chief Justice of Pakistan, Imran Khan was supporting the same dictator and, in the words of Ian Williams, he was Musharraf's biggest cheerleader.

Upon his unremarkable emergence on Pakistan's political scene, Imran Khan presented himself as a person who would not negotiate on principles and positioned himself against the establishment and the prevalent political culture of corruption and convenient alliances. He did not demonstrate the traits of an average Pakistani politician. It seems that in his zeal against MQM and Altaf Hussain, Imran Khan has decided to change tracks and adopt the run-of-the-mill methods and tools to attack the political opponents.

There is nothing new or novel in what Mr. Khan has to say about MQM and its leadership. In his speeches and interviews against MQM, Imran Khan is presenting the same litany of charges that have been leveled against MQM by almost every political party in Pakistan at some point in the past. Imran Khan is talking about issues like Jinnah Pur and when asked for the proof, dodges the question like a seasoned politician. Imran Khan implies that MQM, or at least its leadership cadre, uses terror to achieve the political goals. The biggest problem for Imran Khan in his crusade to reduce MQM’s image to a band of gun-totting hooligans is the huge support-base for MQM and its leadership in urban Sind. In a recent interview on Geo TV's program `Jawab Deh', Imran Khan said that MQM's electoral victories did not mean anything because Hitler's party also "used to sweep elections". That, apparently unbeknownst to Mr. Khan, is not true. Far from sweeping the elections, Hitler's Nazi Party never even won the majority of popular votes. Their best electoral returns ever were in the elections of March 1933 when they were in power. Even after applying all possible means to stop the other parties from campaigning and an almost complete elimination of communists, the Nazi Party obtained 43.9% of the votes and they achieved parliamentary majority only with the help of their allies. Comparison of a temporary blip in electoral success of the Nazi Party between 1930 and 1933 with MQM's electoral dominance in Karachi spanning almost two decades is a nonstarter. Regardless of the question of the validity of that comparison, Mr. Khan is yet to explain the mechanism thru which 700,000 people could be brought to the polling stations and made to vote for MQM. All Mr. Khan tells us is that MQM is a fascist party and that is why it wins the elections. 

There is certain truth to some of Mr. Khan's assertions about the methods of MQM but it is also true that despite those methods, which are well known to the people of Karachi, MQM commands respect of a large number of people in urban Sind. Mr. Khan's assertion that people who vote for MQM do that only because they are harassed is an insult to those voters. 

It's very interesting to note that after May 12, Imran Khan has become the most vocal of all the political leaders talking against MQM. Is he really that passionate about the issue or is he being played by his political allies? Imran Khan is a member of national assembly from Mianwali—a seat he won by a narrow margin--and he heads a political party that has a grand total of one seat in the National Assembly. The number of votes received by the candidates of Mr. Khan's party in Karachi in last elections was 26,560 (compared with MQM's 682, 275 votes). Wouldn't it be better, politically and strategically, that the issue of political violence in Karachi is taken up by an entity that is an actual player of Karachi's politics? Mr. Khan has admitted that he feels ideologically and politically close to Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA). He voted for Maulana Fazl ur Rehman in the elections for the Prime Minister of Pakistan—to utter dismay of some of the senior ranking members of his own party who wanted Mr. Khan to abstain. Mr. Khan is sitting next to Qazi Hussain Ahmed in every other picture. Contrary to Mr. Khan's own political party, the MMA has a substantial presence in Karachi. Why hasn't Mr. Khan asked MMA to take the lead on this issue? 

Is Imran Khan seeking any help at all? In the same interview quoted above, Mr. Khan admitted that, to build a case against MQM, he had sought the help of General (Retd.) Naseerullah Babur. That fact, in and of itself, is quite disappointing. It means that Mr. Khan is not morally perturbed to be seeking help from someone who unleashed a storm of extra-judicial killings during his tenure as the interior minister. It also means that the old Imran Khan who abhorred Pakistan People's Party and didn't believe in convenient political alliances is no more. The new Imran Khan can knock at any door, be it PPP or US Congress, in the time of need. Mr. Khan is not perturbed by many other things as well. The journalists reported several incidents of crossfire in Karachi on May 12. Regardless of who started what, it's a fact that MQM is not the only entity in Karachi that uses violence to achieve political goals. And yet, Mr. Khan's anger is only pointed at MQM. He is practically blind to the fascist methods of various student organizations patronized by the very people whom he admittedly feels politically and ideologically close to. If Mr. Khan sees the events of May 12 thru the eyes of a national level politician, he cannot single-out MQM for the political violence in Karachi and if he does that then he is taking sides in Karachi's politics and sticking his nose where it doesn't belong. 

The best way for Imran Khan to reform Karachi's politics is to become a part of it. Recently, Imran Khan challenged General Musharraf to contest election against Mr. Khan in any constituency in Pakistan. If he is so confident of his popularity, he should consider contesting next elections from Liaquatabad, Karachi and to show the measure of his confidence, let it be the only constituency where he files the candidacy papers.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Milestones on the Road to Partition-Part 2
By Professor Nazeer Ahmed

CA

The First World War ended in a triumph for the allies. Russia had pulled out of the conflict after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 so it was left to Britain and France to divide up the spoils of war. 

The British and French war aims were different from those of the Americans and included not just the preservation of their empires but their expansion into the former Ottoman territories. The British made it clear that Wilson’s 14 point proclamation did not apply to India. Instead the colonial noose was tightened around the Indian neck. The Government of India Act of 1919, sometimes referred to as Montagu-Chelmsford Act, revealed the true British intentions. 

It skirted the issue of dominion status and put India on a waiting list for 10 years during which period the major Indian provinces were to be ruled by a dual (diarchic) form of government wherein a provincial legislative council would monitor the activities of provincial ministers. This was a way of shifting the focus of national politics to the local provinces where it could be more easily contained.  A separate Council of Princely states was formed to keep the major political parties in check. 

The Indians were disappointed with the provisions of this Act. Protests erupted, the British responded with the repressive Rowlett Act. The demonstrations were brutally put down. It was during this period on April 13, 1919 that the infamous Jalianwala Bagh massacre took place near Amritsar wherein, under orders from the British General Dyer, hundreds of unarmed Indians, Sikhs, Muslims and Hindus included, were gunned down in cold blood during a peaceful demonstration.

Even as the Great War raged in the heart of Europe, Britain and France entered into the secret Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 partitioning the Ottoman Empire between them. Britain was to secure Palestine, Jordan and Iraq, thus securing a land route from the Mediterranean to the Arabian Sea and from there to the British India Empire. France was to control Syria and Southeastern Anatolia. As the Ottoman Empire collapsed (1918) and Istanbul was occupied by British troops, the scheming gathered momentum. By the Treaty of Sevres (1920), France, Britain, Greece, Italy and Armenia each claimed a piece of Ottoman territories leaving a tiny slice in Central Anatolia for the Turks. The Turkish nationalists rejected the terms of this Treaty, refusing to ratify it.

India was caught up in the turbulence created by the aftermath of the War. The British attempt to abolish the Khilafat in Istanbul dragged India into postwar politics. The Khilafat was an institution established by the companions of Prophet Muhammed (pbuh) immediately after his death. It had survived fourteen centuries of Islamic history and its mantle had passed to the Turkish sultans in 1517.  Although its influence had diminished in proportion to the loss of Islamic territories to European colonialism, it was still looked upon as the axis of Muslim political life, especially by the world of Sunni Islam. When the Treaty of Sevres awarded the Hejaz to Sharif Hussain as a reward for his collusion with the allies during the War, it cut the principal connection of the Caliph in Istanbul from his spiritual responsibilities as the “guardian of the two holy cities of Mecca and Medina”. This was seen as an attempt to abolish the Khilafat. The Caliph himself became a de-facto British prisoner in Istanbul and had little authority to influence post war developments either in the former Ottoman territories or in the Turkish heartland of Anatolia. The emerging nationalist movement in Anatolia disregarded the edicts of the Sultan-Caliph proclaimed under British duress.

The attempt to abolish the Khilafat created uproar among India’s Muslim religious establishment. India had lost its independence to British intrigue in the eighteenth century but the Indian Muslims had taken some consolation in an independent Ottoman empire whose titular head was the Caliph for all Muslims. 

The occupation of the Sultan’s territories and the removal of the Sultan’s sovereignty over the holy sites in Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem meant that the sun had set on Islam’s political domains. At this time, Muslim leadership in India was divided into four categories. The first were the Nawabs and the zamindars of United Provinces (UP) and Bengal who dominated the Muslim League since its founding in 1906. In the second group were the Aligarh trained would-be bureaucrats whose career goal was to secure employment in the administrative machinery of the British Raj. The third were the elite, British educated secular nationalists such as Mohammed Ali Jinnah who were working at the time for Hindu-Muslim cooperation and a common political platform for the Congress and Muslim League. The fourth group represented the religious establishment, the Deobandis and the ulema such as Maulana Muhammed Ali and Maulana Shaukat Ali. The vast majority of Muslims, like the vast majority of Hindus, Sikhs and Christians were poor and destitute, often at the mercy of moneylenders and landlords, and had very little political involvement of any kind. 

The Khilafat movement was started in 1919 by Muhammed Ali, Shaukat Ali and Hasrat Mohani at a time when the repressive Rowlett Act (1919) and the Jalianwala Bagh massacre (1919) had created a general feeling of animosity against the British. Gandhi, who was by this time emerging as the undisputed leader of the Congress party, saw in the Khilafat movement an opportunity to forge a united Hindu-Muslim stand against the British, and in combination with a peaceful non-cooperation movement, force the British to concede India’s political demands. 

The non-cooperation movement was launched on September 1, 1920 under the leadership of Gandhi with the Ali brothers playing a supporting role. It was an alliance of convenience.  The goals of the protagonists were different and it soon became clear that the inherent tensions in these goals would make their achievement impossible. First, the Khilafat was an issue for the Turks to resolve. If the Turks did not wish to carry the burden of the Caliphate, the Muslims in India could not force them to do so. Second, the preservation of the Ottoman Empire required the Arabs to acquiesce to Turkish rule. The goodwill between the Turks and the Arabs had been shattered by the Arab rebellion in which the British intelligence agent Lawrence of Arabia had played a key role. Third, the Khilafat movement received only lukewarm support from the elite Muslim leadership such as Mohammed Ali Jinnah who assessed correctly that the agitation in India was unlikely to affect the geopolitics of the Middle East. Jinnah, who was a constructive constitutionalist, desired an orderly transfer of power to India and had no use for the disruptive politics of the Khilafat movement or the non-cooperation movement of Gandhi. Fourth, even though the movement was headed by Gandhi himself, right wing Hindu leaders such as Malaviya were less than enthusiastic about it. Gandhi’s objective was swaraj (self rule) and for him the Khilafat was no more than a tactical battle in that ultimate goal whereas for the right wing ulema it was an end in itself. Fifth, neither the Muslims nor the Hindus were ready as yet for the sacrifices required of a national movement with the dual objectives of forcing the British to concede self rule and influencing international events in far away Istanbul. 

Upset over British policy after the War, some molvis from jameet-e-ulema-e Hind, a conservative association of Muslim clerics, declared India to be “darul harab” (the abode of war) and advised Muslims to migrate to a country like Afghanistan which they considered “darul Islam” (the abode of peace). In 1920, more than fifteen thousand peasants from the NW Frontier and Sindh heeded the call and did perform the hijrat (migration) to Afghanistan where they were robbed and some were killed. The protests by Kerala Muslims against the British in August 1921 got out of hand and resulted in a Hindu-Muslim riot which was exploited by British propaganda to drive a wedge between the two communities. Lastly, in February 1922, a violent mob set fire to a police station in Chari-Chaura in UP resulting in the death of dozens of people. (To be continued)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Journey into Islam
By Lord Bishop James Jones

Bishop’s Lodge

Bishop of Liverpool/House of Lords

London, UK
Professor Akbar Ahmed has written a book of extraordinary insight.  There are few people in the world with such an intimate understanding of America, Europe and Islam.  Equally there are few who have the experience and knowledge to interpret the one to the other. 

This is a book which exposes the full seriousness of current tensions but one which is full of hope because it not only deepens understanding but charts a better way.  I am delighted that he will be in the United Kingdom sharing his wisdom.  Politicians, Faith and Community Leaders will benefit greatly from his perceptive analysis and his constructive proposals.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A Martyr in the Making
By Col. Riaz Jafri (Retd.)
Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Rauf Klasra in The news, June 7, 2007 says, “Renowned scholar Dr Ayesha Siddiqa secretly reached London on Wednesday after she ‘received a message that a charge sheet is being prepared to put her on trial’ for writing a book against the Pakistani military establishment.”
The manipulative media is trying once again to put another feather in its cap by making yet another martyr in Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa.  If she has just advanced her date of departure for London by a week or so, it does not necessarily mean that she has fled the country due to the threats from the authorities conveyed to her by her 'close family friends'!  Does she not intend to return to Pakistan  for good, or will the 'threats' whither away soon?  And, if someone is bent upon punishing her, aren't there hundred and one other means and methods of doing so? 

Dr. Ayesha Siddiqa is an intelligent being and a learned citizen of Pakistan. She must have lived here for most of her life and known, considered seriously, and pondered over what could or could not happen to her, her family and others for writing the book.  And, yet she chose to write it.   Does it not show her confidence in the powers that be that no harm would come to her?  But, here is the media, giving it the dirty twist.  Please STOP playing upon it any further here and now. 
 For God's sake stop denigrating Pakistan all over the world.  Has any American, European or Brit come to Pakistan to malign his/her country? It is truly lamentable that we Pakistanis bend ourselves backwards in telling the world about us and our country that should not be even mentioned in hushed whisper. 
*****

TV Anchors
 
Some of the TV anchors in an effort to surpass their competitors not only go out of the way to side with the  opposition and judiciary but in the process also inadvertently (or may be by design) malign the armed forces. Some of them are noticeably obvious with their body language and facial expressions in that the moment a panellist says something in favour of the opposition or the legal fraternity their faces brighten up and the moment someone supports the government or blames the opposition for politicising the judiciary despair is writ large on their faces. My dear TV anchors, your viewers expect you to be neutral and please try to be so even if you find it trying.  Since the army is castigated in its absence on your talk shows and you seem to enjoy it, at least that’s what I gather from your gestures, please allow an ex-army man to come to its rescue and suggest you a question to pose to your legal panellists, both lawyers and the ex-judges:   
Can you, Sir, swear by your honour, (mind it Allah SWT is all knowing and seeing and hearing you right now) that you have never taken bribe or bribed someone during your legal practice or holding a judicial office?
Though the Transparency International places judiciary third in order of corruption after police and power in Pakistan, yet I know they will manage to wriggle out of it, one way or the other, for they are the past masters of this art. Therefore, now Mr. Anchor it will depend upon your skills and acumen to extract an answer out of them.
Needless to say that you will fail. But before that happens, let me ask, do you or your producers have the guts to include such a question in your talk show?   Can the warriors of the pen rise to the occasion?

*****

A Matter of English
 
I do earnestly hope that by discussing the English language and not the substance or matter of the affidavit filed by the CJP before the SC, I am not transgressing the limits of discussing a matter subjudice before the court.  It is only the English language that I am concerned about and not any of the subject matter of the affidavit.

In para 2-C of the text of the affidavit, which is freely available on the Internet, it reads:  
       On this the Respondent said that there are a few more complaints against the deponent as well. 
This sentence is in ‘indirect narration’ form.  And, in this form if the speaker uses the past tense (the Respondent said) then the past tense has also to be used in the subsequent clause. I think, it should have, therefore, been  “---- there were a few more complaints ----" instead of   “--- there are a few more complaints -----" in the sentence.
I am quite alive to fact that very able and learned lawyers and counsellors of the CJP would have vetted the affidavit from all angles before submitting it to the SC, and that they cannot afford to have any lapses of the language in an affidavit filed by and on behalf of the most august the Honourable Chief Justice of Pakistan. I am only a matriculate (Punjab University 1947) and have obvious limitations of the English language and its grammar. I would, therefore, highly appreciate if some of your more learned readers could correct me on this account. 
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